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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . Claims 1-14 are pending, and claim 9 is amended. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 2/27/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

3. Regarding claim 14, the Applicant argues that Vallon does not teach an icon that 
is stored in memory and displayed on a screen. The Applicant specifically suggests that 
the mode indicator 2705 is displayed and not stored. The Examiner disagrees. The 
mode indicator is displayed on the screen as part of the output of the apparatus of 
Vallone. Vallone teaches that the apparatus overlays images (the icon) on top of an 
analog TV signal (C5 L49-51). These images that are overlaid are generated 
somewhere (Vallone is not explicit about how the images are generated), and there 
must necessarily be instructions for constructing these images written in a memory. 
Therefore, it is inherent that the images (the icon) is stored in a memory. 

The Applicant further argues that Vallone does not disclose generating still 
images, but merely discloses live video display. The apparatus taught by Vallone 
generates a stream of recorded still images (i.e. video) and overlays the trick play bar 
and mode indicator over these images (C20 L33-65). 

Therefore, the rejection of claim 14 in view of Vallone will be maintained as 
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Vallon teaches storing and displaying an icon in association with still images. 

4. Regarding claims 1 and 9 the Applicant argues that the M of Shioji is "merely 
displayed on the screen" and not stored. The Applicants argument is similar to that 
leveled against Vallone with regard to claim 14. The Examiner disagrees, the icon M 
taught by Shioji is reproduced on the display in conjunction with other images. The 
apparatus of Shioji is not akin to a television that simply takes a signal that it receives 
from an antenna or other video source and reproduces that signal on the screen. 
Instead, the icon M of Shioji must be compiled for display somewhere in the apparatus 
itself. Therefore, somewhere in a memory of Shioji are instructions for making an image 
that looks like the image M of Fig. 6. The icon M of Shioji then is necessarily stored in a 
memory and not merely displayed. 

The Applicant then argues against Vallone with a similar argument as that used 
in reference to claim 14. See the response above regarding Vallone. 

Therefore, the rejection of claim 1 over Shioji in view of Vallone will be 
maintained. 

5. Regarding claims 8 and 13 the Applicant first argues that Shioji and Vallone do 
not teach the features as alleged by the Examiner. The Applicant then argues that 
Takayanagi does not teach selectively rotating an icon for indicating image display 
direction on said display screen to indicate a forward direction icon and a backward 
direction icon depending on whether said command selected the digital image and the 
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previous digital image, respectively, in the sequential display of the digital images. 

The Examiner disagrees. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art to use the rotating method of Takayanagi to rotate the forward or backward icons 
stored in Vallone as this would save space in a memory. Therefore, the rejection will be 
maintained. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

7. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by US 
6,642,939 (Vallone). 

As to claim 14, Vallone teaches a digital image device for generating digital 
images, the digital image device comprising: 

a first memory device 105 for storing the digital images (Column 5 lines 36-43); 

a display device for displaying the digital images stored in the first memory 
device (See Fig. 26 and Column 19 lines 28-37, note that the images are displayed 
along with other graphics generated by the On-Screen Display, "OSD"); 

a mode selection device for selecting a screen display mode to display the digital 
images on the display device (Column 20 lines 22-50); 

a second memory device 104 for storing an icon (see Fig. 27) for indicating 
image display direction (see Figs. 1 and 27 and Column 20 lines 51-65 and note that 
although Vallone does not explicitly disclose that the icon is stored in memory 104 there 
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is no other conceivable place to store the icon and the icon is clearly stored somewhere 
because it is displayed) 

a processing device 106 for controlling the operation to display the digital images 
along with the icon (see Fig. 26), 

wherein the icon shows a forward direction or a backward direction according to 
the image display direction (see Figs. 26 and 27 and Column 19 lines 60-67). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. Claims 1-7 and 9-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over US 7,1 93,646 (Shioji) in view of US 6,642,939 (Vallone). 

As to claim 1, Shioji teaches a digital image device for generating digital images, 
the digital image device comprising: at least one memory device 46 (see Fig. 1) for 
storing the digital images and at least one icon (M, see Fig. 6) for indicating image 
display direction; a user input device 13 for receiving user input commands comprising 
commands to retrieve selected ones of the digital images from said memory device for 
display; a display device 1 0 for displaying at least one of the digital images on a display 
screen; and a processing device 41 connected to said memory device, said user input 
device and said display device, and programmable to control the retrieval of at least one 
of the digital images and said icon from said memory device for display via said display 
device in response to one of said commands, to control the sequential display of the 
digital images in said memory device via said display device, and to configure the 
display of said icon to move to the next digital image in the sequential display of the 
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digital images that is selected via one of said commands (Column 8 lines 3-20). 

What Shioji does not explicitly teach is that the arrow is shown either forward or 
backward depending on if the images are being selected in forward or backward order. 
However, Vallone teaches displaying either forward or backward facing arrows to 
display which direction images are being displayed (See Figs. 26 and 27 and note that 
forward or backward facing arrow icons are displayed over an image that is currently 
selected from a plurality of images, these arrows are used to indicate in which direction 
the stored images are being displayed. See Column 19 lines 60-67 and Column 20 lines 
23-36 and 60-65). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have displayed the icon M of Shioji in either a forward or 
backward facing direction, as is taught by Vallone, based on whether the images are 
being moved through in a forward or reverse fashion. On of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made would have recognized the problem of moving through 
images in a forward or reverse direction and not knowing which direction the images 
were previously being scrolled through and using this combination would remind a user 
which direction they were previously scrolling through the images in. 

As to claim 2, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Shioji further teaches a 
digital image device as claimed in claim 1, wherein said user input device comprises a 
forward image display direction button 13 and a backward image display direction 
button 13 for selecting, respectively, the next digital image and the previous digital 
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image in the sequential display of the digital images (Column 8 lines 12-20). 

As to claim 3, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Shioji further teaches a 
digital image device as claimed in claim 1, wherein said user input device comprises a 
button 12 for selecting a single mode or multi-mode of operation corresponding, 
respectively, to the display of a single digital image on said display screen, or the 
display of multiple digital images simultaneously on said display screen (Column 7 line 
60 to Column 8 line 12 and note that the set button is used to select the multiple 
reproduction mode when the camera is in the state shown in Fig. 4B). 

As to claim 4, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that Shioji further teaches a 
digital image device as claimed in claim 1, wherein said display device is operable to 
display multiple ones of the digital images simultaneously on said display screen (see 
Fig. 6). 

As to claim 5, see the rejection of claim 4 and note that Shioji further teaches a 
digital image device as claimed in claim 4, wherein said multiple digital images are 
displayed in sequential order on said display screen (see Fig. 6). 

As to claim 6, see the rejection of claim 5 and note that the limitations of the 
present claim have been addressed in the rejection of claim 1 from which the present 
claim ultimately depends. 
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As to claim 7, see the rejection of claim 1 and note that the limitations of the 
present claim have been addressed in the rejection of claim 1 from which the present 
claim depends. 

As to claim 9, Shioji teaches a method of controlling the display of digital images 
on the display screen of a digital image device, the digital image device being operable 
to provide a sequential display of digital images, the method comprising the steps of: 
receiving a first user command to select and display at first one of the digital images; 
displaying said first digital image on the display screen; displaying an icon proximally to 
said first digital image on the display screen to indicate that said first digital image is the 
selected image; storing the icon (see Response to Arguments above); receiving a 
second user command to select a second one of the digital images in the sequential 
display; and displaying said icon proximally to said second digital image (see Fig. 6 and 
Column 8 lines 3-20). 

What Shioji does not explicitly teach is that the arrow is shown either forward or 
backward depending on if the images are being selected in forward or backward order. 
Vallone teaches displaying either forward or backward facing arrows to display which 
direction images are being displayed (See Figs. 26 and 27 and note that forward or 
backward facing arrow icons are displayed over an image that is currently selected from 
a plurality of images, these arrows are used to indicate in which direction the stored 
images are being displayed. See Column 19 lines 60-67 and Column 20 lines 23-36 and 
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60-65). 

Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have displayed the icon M of Shioji in either a forward or 
backward facing direction, as is taught by Vallone, based on whether the images are 
being moved through in a forward or reverse fashion. On of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made would have recognized the problem of moving through 
images in a forward or reverse direction and not knowing which direction the images 
were previously being scrolled through and using this combination would remind a user 
which direction they were previously scrolling through the images in. 

As to claim 10, see the rejection of claim 9 and note that Shioji further teaches a 
method of controlling the display of digital images as claimed in claim 9, wherein the 
digital image device is operable to display a plurality of the sequential display of digital 
images simultaneously on the display screen, said simultaneously displayed digital 
images comprising at least said first digital image and said second digital image, and 
further comprising the step of moving said icon from said first digital image to said 
second digital image (see Fig. 6). 

As to claim 11, see the rejection of claim 10 and note that Shioji further teaches a 
method of controlling the display of digital images as claimed in claim 10, further 
comprising the step of receiving a third user command to select one of a single mode 
and a multi-mode operation, the digital image device being operable to display one of 
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the digital images on the display screen when in the single mode and to display a 
plurality of the digital images simultaneously on the display screen when in the multi- 
mode (Column 7 line 60 to Column 8 line 12 and note that the set button is used to 
select the multiple reproduction mode when the camera is in the state shown in Fig. 
4B). 

As to claim 12, see the rejection of claim 9 and note that the limitations of the 
present claim have been addressed in the rejection of claim 9 from which the present 
claim ultimately depends. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. Claims 8 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US 7,193,646 (Shioji) in view of US 6,642,939 (Vallone) in view of English Abstract of 
JP 10-240218 (Takayanagi, cited in Applicant's IDS). 

As to claim 8, although Shioji nor Vallone teach that an icon is rotated to create 
forward and backward icons, Takayanagi teaches rotating an icon (abstract). Therefore 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have rotated the icon taught by Shioji in view of Vallone as this would 
allow for the icons used to show forward or backward movement to use a minimum of 
space. 

Claim 13 corresponds to claim 8 but is drawn to a method instead of an 
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apparatus and therefore is rejected on the same grounds as claim 8 but drawn to a 
method instead of an apparatus. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dillon Durnford-Geszvain whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2829. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 8 
am to 5 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
/David L. Ometz/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2622 

Dillon Durnford-Geszvain 6/8/2008 
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